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The 22nd Young Korean Musicians Competition
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The Philadelphia Korean Musicians Association (PKMA) is pleased to announce The 22nd
Young Korean Musicians Competition 2026, to be held on Saturday, May 16, 2026, in the
Philadelphia and Delaware Valley area. The competition aims to inspire, encourage, and support
the upcoming generation of young musicians of Korean descent.
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Preliminary Round Date: Saturday, May 16, 2026
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Competition Venue:

Cheltenham Presbyterian Church
7507 Tookany Creek Parkway
Cheltenham, PA 19012

Phone: (215) 635-5643
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The competition is open to young musicians of Korean descent, aged 6 to 18 (inclusive), who
reside in Philadelphia and the Delaware Valley region. Eligibility requires that at least one parent
or grandparent be of Korean heritage.



Instrument Nominations
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e Piano

e« Violin/ Viola

e Cello

e Woodwinds / Brass
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e Voice
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Competition Age Groups
(as of May 16, 2026)

o Primary Division: Ages 68

o Elementary Division: Ages 9-11

e Middle School Division: Ages 12—-14
o High School Division: Ages 15-18

*The age as of May 16, 2026
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The panel of judges consists of presently active music school professors and internationally
renowned musicians.
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To ensure impartiality in the judging process, no judge may allow their students to compete.
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Awards

e Grand Prize The winner of the prize-winning concert is awarded the Grand Prize, which
includes a certificate, a plaque, and $500 in prize money.

o First Prize (in each age division): Certificate, plaque, and an opportunity to perform as a
winner in a concert.

e Second and Third Prizes (in each age division): Certificate and an opportunity to
perform at the Winners Concert.

o Honorable Mention Certificate.

Eligibility Restrictions

First-place winners are ineligible to compete again in the same age division. Grand Prize winners
from the previous competition are not permitted to participate.
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Repertoire Requirements

Contestants must perform one original composition with a total performance time of 10
minutes or less.

e The work must be an original composition and may not be an arrangement or
transcription of another piece.

e The performance must consist of the entire first movement of a concerto, sonata, or an
equivalent work from the Baroque, Classical, Romantic, or Contemporary periods.

e All pieces must be performed from memory, without repeats.



Contestants are required to prepare the complete designated work. Any performance of
only a partial preparation will result in disqualification.

The judges reserve the right to stop a performance at any point at their discretion.

Any accompaniment must be performed in its original version. Duplication of the
soloist's melody line in the accompaniment is not permitted.

Since an on-site rehearsal will not be possible, please make sure to warm up beforehand.
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3260 Morris Road

Lansdale, PA 19446
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Intermission
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Awards Ceremony and Winners Concert

Date and Time: Saturday, May 23, 2026, at 2:00 p.m.
Location: Montgomery Presbyterian Church

Winners Concert Program Structure

The Winners Concert will consist of two parts:

First Half: Second- and third-place winners in each division will perform their pieces
and receive their awards (certificate).

Intermission

Second Half: First-place winners in each division will perform their pieces and receive
their awards (certificate and plaque).

The Grand Prize winner will be announced and perform during the concert, receiving the Grand
Prize (certificate, plaque, and $500 prize money).

Since an on-site rehearsal will not be possible, please make sure to warm up beforehand.
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PKMA, 12 Andrew Lane, Lansdale, PA 19446 (made payable to “PKMA™).
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Application

e Submission Methods: Application forms may be submitted by mail or online.
e Deadline: The application deadline is May 9, 2026.
o Mailed applications must be postmarked by May 9, 2026.
o Online applications must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. on May 9, 2026.
o Late Applications: Applications submitted or postmarked after 11:59 p.m. on May 9,
2026, will be subject to a $25 late fee.
e Application Fee: $75, payable via Zelle: sarahleethoven@gmail.com (267) 235-6458 or
by check: PKMA, 12 Andrew Lane, Lansdale, PA 19446 (made payable to “PKMA”).
o Photograph Requirement: A wallet-sized photo or one 4x6-inch photograph is required
(a school picture is acceptable).
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Contact information:
President

Hoejin Sim
hoejin.sim@gmail.com
(215) 206-9098

Competition Chair
Yevgeniy Dyo
jenyadyo@gmail.com
(214) 228-7951
Website pkmal.org
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Additional Notes

o Ensure that all repertoire information (title, composer, and approximate performance
length) is accurately and completely entered on the application form.

o Contestants are required to bring sheet music scores of the pieces they will perform to
the competition.

o All application fees are non-refundable.

e If performance standards are not met, it is possible that no winners will be selected in a
given category.

e The winner must attend the Winners Concert in person to receive their prize. Failure to
attend will result in disqualification from receiving the award.

e Applicants must provide complete contact information, including a phone number and
email address.

e Judges’ evaluations and comments remain confidential. The judges’ decisions are final
and are not subject to appeal or reconsideration.

o Competition results will be posted on the PKMA website following the conclusion of
judging on May 16, 2026.

e The application deadline is May 9, 2026.

o Incomplete applications will be considered void and will not be accepted.

Additional Requirement: After the competition results are announced on the PKMA website,
all winners are required to confirm their attendance at the Winners Concert by Sunday, May
17,2026, at 11:59 p.m. Failure to confirm attendance may result in forfeiture of the award.



